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The statistical data could be defined as a knowledge of the reality presented in the language of mathematics. In this section of the core exhibition we are making an attempt at grasping the character of Warsaw by way of such data. We display the data on charts, maps and other graphic presentations. We wish to encourage the visitors to seek answers to questions which may be asked in reference to each big city: to whom does Warsaw owe its growth? Who are and were the city inhabitants? How did they use to live? How do they live nowadays? What constitutes the city centre, where are its boundaries?

Thanks to the data, one may verify the stereotypes and conventional wisdom on the subject of Warsaw, its inhabitants and its spaces. It is possible to determine in a more precise manner which events and phenomena shaped the Polish capital; what made Warsaw the city it is today rather than any other city.
Systematic statistical research has been conducted in Warsaw since the second half of the 19th century; the basis data, however - especially the demographic and tax related data - had been collected much earlier. The techniques of collecting data have changed over time, similarly to the manner in which the data is categorized and developed. The cartographic representations of the city precede the statistical material. Amongst the earliest ones preserved, the so-called Hoppe’s plan dating back to the year 1641 is the oldest. 
We have chosen data which is comparable and allows us to point out long-term phenomena and processes. They indicate economic and social transitions of Warsaw, they speak for its political affiliation as well as spatial and demographic development, architectural metamorphoses and civilizational transformations. The material has been carefully selected in order to both provide basic knowledge to those who encounter the city for the first time, and serve as a point of departure to a more profound reflection for those who already know it.
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