Audio guide to the exhibition “Aleksander Minorski. Photography as Intervention”
Room Five – Homecoming
This section of the exhibition focuses on themes Minorski explored after returning to Poland in 1956, following years of absence. The most important of these is labour. This time, Minorski addresses it in the documentary film titled Life is Back in Bieszczady, which tells the story of the construction of a narrow-gauge railway in the region of Bieszczady mountains, south-east Poland. Minorski also continued to pursue another key theme in his work—the fate of children. A series of photographs he took for the Society of Friends of Children is presented in a multimedia display.
The important work in this section of the exhibition is the reportage titled Oil, preserved only in fragments. Details of its creation are known solely from the photographer’s own account. The project was devoted to people working in the so-called “poor shafts”—illegal oil extraction sites near Borysław, in the eastern territories of what was then the Second Republic of Poland (today in Ukraine). During the process of organizing the collection, two frames of a negative, a contact sheet, and an envelope with the author’s comments were discovered. One of the surviving negatives had been cut. We decided to preserve the visible cut, which symbolically reflects the fate of this reportage.
There are no tactile aids in this gallery.
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