
 
 

 
Muzeum Warszawy 
Rynek Starego Miasta 28-42, 00-272 Warszawa 
tel. (+48) 22 635 16 25 / fax (+48) 22 831 94 91 

www.muzeumwarszawy.pl / sekretariat@muzeumwarszawy.pl 

Night of Photography 2026. Making the City Your Own. 

 

 

Graphic design: Joanna Bębenek. Photo: Michał Łuczak, European Roe Deer VI (Capreolus capreolus), 

from the Habitat series, 2024. Museum of Warsaw collection.  

 

Photography and video presentations across Warsaw’s Old and New Town, meetings with 

artists from Poland and abroad, the premiere of a new publication titled Aleksander Minorski 

– Photography as Intervention, workshops, and screenings created especially for the city’s 

historic spaces – on 4 September 2026, the Museum of Warsaw invites you to the fourth 

edition of the Night of Photography. This year’s event is held under the slogan “Making the 

City Your Own.” 

 

For the fourth time, the Museum of Warsaw’s Centre for Photography invites you to a unique 

event inspired by similar initiatives held in cities across Europe. The Night of Photography has 

become a permanent fixture in Warsaw’s cultural calendar. This year’s edition will take place 

on the evening of Friday, 4 September, across the Old and New Town of Warsaw. 

 

This year’s edition is centred around the theme “Making the City Your Own.” It opens up a 

wide range of interpretations, encouraging reflection on what makes us feel at home in the 

city and what triggers feelings of unfamiliarity or discomfort. Particular attention is given to 
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the perspective of newcomers – people who are only beginning to discover Warsaw and who 

are actively shaping its identity. This year’s projects also explore the relation between the 

residents and their immediate surroundings, nature, and the urban environment. 

 

Photography in the historic City Centre 

The programme’s focal point will be open-air photography and video projections presented 

from 8PM to 11PM across six locations in Warsaw’s Old and New Town. Some of the 

presentations have been created specifically for individual sites, making use of the architecture 

and distinctive character of the historic urban spaces. Audiences will have the opportunity to 

see both old photographs and recent projects that have received international recognition at 

major photography festivals. 

 

Premieres and “Making the City Your Own” competition 

One of the highlights of the evening will be the premiere presentation of the six winning 

projects in the “Making the City Your Own” photography competition organised by the Centre 

for Photography at the Museum of Warsaw. The photo series by Maryia Boy, Anna Maksymiuk, 

Aga Nowak, the collective of Katarina Pupavac and Yavuz Memnun, Alexandra Se Glück, and 

Valentyn Zinchenko explore personal processes of building a relationship with Warsaw and 

making the urban environment their own. 

 

Contemporary Spanish Photography – Barcelona: Unknown City Beneath the Mist: New 

Images from Barcelona’s Peripheries  

A special feature of this year’s edition will be the presentation of works by Spanish artists who 

spent three years exploring Barcelona from the perspective of its outskirts. The programme will 

include projects from the exhibition and research initiative titled Unknown City Beneath the 

Mist: New Images from Barcelona’s Peripheries, featuring photographs and films by Laia Abril, 

Gregori Civera, Gilbert Fastenaekens, José Luis Guerin, Carmen Secanell, and Jorge Yeregui, as 

well as photographs by the French artist Patrick Faigenbaum from the project Barcelona Seen 

from the Besòs. These projects are part of a critical tradition of documenting urban 

development that understands photography as a counter-discourse to the city’s promotional 

image. The urban periphery is presented as a key to understanding Barcelona’s future 
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evolution, while the project offers an important record of the city’s contemporary urban and 

social transformations. 

 

Les Rencontres d’Arles – projects from the 2026 Night of the Year programme 

 

As each year, Warsaw audiences will have the opportunity to view a selection of the latest 

photography and video projects from the 2026 Night of the Year programme, organized as part 

of the prestigious Les Rencontres d'Arles – Europe's oldest and largest photography festival. 

Amongst the presented artists are: Jack Davison, Alessandro Silverj, Luciana Demichelis, 

Swastik Pal,  Éva Szombat, Glorianna Ximendaz, Arsène Mpiana, Collectif Ritual Inhabitual, Elise 

Llinares & MichelI Peraldi, Anne-Charlotte Moulard, Louise Desnos, Jonas Höschl, Raphael 

Schumacher, Barry Iverson, Taysir Batniji & Tamara Kalo & Tanya Traboulsi, Eliot Nasrallah, 

Perry Shimon, Mahka Eslami, Diva, Yana Yatsuk, Jeano Edwards, Julie Bourges, Taemin 

Ha, Gwénolé Le Gal—selected from the projects presented during the Arles festival’s iconic 

opening event. 

 

From the Classics to Contemporary Artists 

The programme also features presentations of works by renowned Polish photographers. 

Audiences will see Rafał Milach’s Ba Lan (2005–2025), a selection of Warsaw photographs by 

Zofia Rydet from The Sociological Record series, projects by members of the Association of 

Polish Art Photographers – Radek Jaworski, Michał Narojczyk, Andrzej Zygmuntowicz, and Jan 

Bułhak – as well as A Foot in the Peat: Field Diaries from Zakole Wawerskie, 2020–2026, an 

interdisciplinary project by the Zakole collective.  

 

Accompanying Programme 

The Night of Photography will begin at 4PM with a guided tour of the Room of Photographs, 

where one part of the exhibition explores the theme of making the city your own through 

contemporary photographs from the Museum of Warsaw’s collection. The accompanying 

programme also includes the launch of an album titled Aleksander Minorski: Photography As 

Intervention, a meeting with the Spanish artist and curator Jorge Ribalta, photography and 

collage workshops for children, young people, and adults, a conversation with members of the 
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Association of Polish Art Photographers, and a talk with Ewa Meissner, photographer and 

Fujifilm ambassador. 

 

Highlights 

4PM – Guided tour of the new exposition at the Room of Photographs Museum of Warsaw 

5PM – Launch of the publication Aleksander Minorski: Photography As Intervention, followed 

by a conversation with the authors, moderated by Bogna Świątkowska 

6PM – Masterclass by the Spanish curator and artist Jorge Ribalta, curator of the exhibition 

Unknown City Beneath the Mist: New Images from Barcelona’s Peripheries 

7.15PM – Official opening of the Night of Photography, followed by an awards ceremony for 

the winners of “Making the City Your Own” photography competition 

7.45PM – Premiere presentation of the winning competition projects 

8PM–11PM – Photography and video projections at six locations across Warsaw’s Old and New 

Town 

The accompanying programme also includes workshops, exhibitions, conversations with 

photographers and artists. 

 

Education Partner of the Museum of Warsaw: PGE Polska Grupa Energetyczna S.A. 

Project Partner: Fujifilm 

Event Partners: Fundacja Sto Pociech, Muzeum Karykatury (Museum of Caricature), Les 

Rencontres d’Arles, Fundacja Alina, the Association of Polish Art Photographers, and the Zofia 

Rydet Foundation. 

 

More details: https://muzeumwarszawy.pl/en/night-of-photography-2026/ 

 

KOLOFON 

Curator: Julia Staniszewska  

Coordination: Ewa Jadacka, Ruzhana 

Kruchkova  

Content and organizational consultants: 

Centrum Fotografii – Katarzyna Adamska, 

Piotr Głogowski, Monika Michałowicz, Ewa 

Nowak-Mitura, Karolina Puchała-Rojek  

Produkcja/Production: Julia Staniszewska, 

Karolina Puchała-Rojek, Filip Wielechowski-

Olszak  

https://muzeumwarszawy.pl/en/night-of-photography-2026/
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Technical design and production: Dział 

Logistyczno-Techniczny, BSCAV  

Communication: Anna Dobrowolska-

Balcerzak, Olga Gaertner, Anna Ładna, Nela 

Sobieszczańska, Maria Alicja Włodarska  

Key visual: Joanna Bębenek  

Key visual’s photography: Michał Łuczak, 

Sarna europejska VI / Capreolus Capreolus, 

z cyklu Habitat, 2024, from the Habitat 

series, 2024, Museum of Warsaw collection 

Projection installation and setup:  

•Anna Koc-Wittels–projections of the 

competition laureates and a selection of 

photos from the Making the City Your Own 

Museum of Warsaw collection;  

•Adriana F. Castellanos–projections of 

photos and films by: Lai Abril, Gregori 

Civera, Gilbert Fastenaekens, Patrick 

Faigenbaum, Carmen Secanelli and Jorge 

Yeregui;  

•Yauheni Attsetski–projection of photos by 

Rafała Milacha i Zofii Rydet;  

Teaser: Julia Klewaniec–concept and 

direction, Miłosz Kowalewski – music, 

Maciek Bernaś – editing 

Legal support: Aneta Baczkura, Małgorzata 

Gońda, Elwira Magdziak  

Administration: Paulina Biedrzycka-

Zajkowska, Beata Borys, Mateusz Owczarski  

Marketing, sponsoring: Karina Dąbska, 

Agata Fijałkowska  

Audience services: Barbara Rosiak, 

Małgorzata Iłczyk-Nowak and team 

Making the City Your Own competition jury: 

Katarzyna Wagner, Rafał Milach, Anna 

Filipowicz, Sayam Ghosh, Karolina Puchała-

Rojek, Marynia Moś i Julia Staniszewska    

Volunteer coordination: Karolina Kędzierska  

Security: Edward Nowak 
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Media Contact 

Olga Gaertner 

Museum of Warsaw 

+48 723 249 094 

olga.gaertner@muzeumwarszawy.pl 

Press materials: www.muzeumwarszawy.pl/media 
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